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THE CONGREGATION OF THE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa was founded in 1869 
by Cardinal Lavigerie to aid the White Fathers in Christianizing the Mohammedan and pagan 
women of Africa and through their means conquer the family and society. The Sisters cooperate 
with the White Fathers in all kinds of catechetical, medical and educational works in 143 mis- 
sions scattered over the vast African Continent. 


Though there are 1600 White Sisters, the number is far from being sufficient to cope 
with the present day needs of our missions. Sisters are needed to staff more catechetical c!asses, 


grammar, high and normal schools, as well as more hospitals, dispensaries, baby welfare centers, 
leprosariums, etc. 


Doctors, nurses, teachers, as well as young girls without any special training, who feel 
called to devote their lives to foreign missionary work, would find ample scope for their zeal 
among the Africans. 


The White Sisters receive their religious training and pronounce their vows in this 
country before leaving for the missions. 


Any young girl who would like to become a White Sister, and thus attain her personal 
sanctification through active work jor the evangelization of Africa, may apply to 
Mother Superior 
White Sisters’ Training Center 
R. R. 2, Belleville, Illinois 


SEVERAL GOOD WAYS OF HELPING (Rn Stet St Sst et ete etetetetete cect 
THE WHITE SISTERS 
CONTENTS 
To support a sister for a year $150.00 Page 
To ransom a young girl for a THREE NATIVE PRIESTS RECEIVED 
Catholic marriage 20.00 IN AUDIENCE BY THE POPE 2 
To ransom a pagan baby 5.00 ANOTHER OF MARY’S VICTORIES 3 
To support a leper in a hut CHANGING PROFESSIONS... 4 
for a month 2.00 THE AFRICA OF TOMORROW 5 
To dress a child for o UNTRY” 
First Holy Communion 2.00 ~~ ad , 
To provide bread for a child monthly 1.00 Oat Ge Se Seer aes 
; ECHOES FROM AFRICA ; we 12 
To keep a sanctuary lamp burning 
for a month 1.00 THE C.S.M.C, CONVENTION | 13 
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THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. 
Annual subscription $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office of 
Metuchen, New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Three Native Priests 
Received in Audience by the Pope 


His Excellency, Bishop Durrieu, Su- 
perior General of the White Fathers, 
presented three native priests of 
Mossi, who are studying at Rome, 
to His Holiness. Rev. Robert Oue- 


draogo recounts his impressions. 


E HAVE SEEN the Holy Father! It 
is not the desire to talk about the 
unbelievable, the memorable, the un- 
forgettable that is lacking; but all these 
epithets become mere banalities, and it is so 
eloquent to say: We have seen the Holy 
Father! that I stop at this simple exclamation. 

Of course it is easy enough to see the 
Holy Father if one is clothed in a purple 
episcopal mantle. The burnoose ‘‘generalice” 
of His Excellency Bishop Durrieu was, how- 
ever, ample and sufficiently touched with the 
Mossi tint for Father Zungrane, Father 
Lazare and myself. 

So there we were in the episcopal carriage, 
driven by the Father Procurator, making our 
way towards Castel Gandolfo, on the Appian 
Way where, between two tarred pillars, one 
can almost see St. Paul's footsteps on the 
rough paving slabs older than Christianity 
itself. Half an hour later we entered the 
Holy Father's estate by a splendid avenue of 
plane trees. 

The Swiss Guards presented their halberds 
and let us into the narrow court of the 
Palace. There we met a Monsignor, robed 
in amaranth, who led us up stairways, across 
three or four great rooms all alike: hung 
with purple damask, priceless Gobelins, gen- 
uine tapestries, a crucifix of black and white 
marble. In the last of these we waited the 
happy moment to come face to face with 
His Holiness. 

For my part, I felt singularly nervous, as 
nervous as the short man, said to be an 
Ambassador, walking up and down the 
marbled waiting room with a pace that was 
meant to appear placid. I decided to say a 
few AVES, which were somehow lost amid 
my intentions, and which I almost uttered 
aloud: for Bishop Durrieu, the White 
Fathers and Sisters; the missions, Koumi, 


Pabre, Gilongou, in a word, all my life 
passed before me in one sweep of the im- 
agination. It was surely the same for my 
companions, His Excellency, the Superior 
General, who was to present us, had been 
talking with His Holiness for a quarter of 
an hour when suddenly the bell rang, telling 
us it was our turn. We rushed forward. 
The three ritual genuflections brought us, 
on our knees, to the feet of the Holy Father 
who awaited us smiling, paternal, majestic 
in his simplicity. 

Bishop Durrieu, who never does things by 
halves, chose to present each of us individu- 
ally by name to His Holiness; who, with his 
luminous glance, read for some seconds into 
our very souls. 

Ah! it was all too short. We received a 
rosary from our Holy Father's hand, which 
each of us had the presence of mind to seize 
firmly and kiss. His gentle voice murmured: 
“I am very pleased to see you. I bless you 
with all my heart, all your people, your 
intentions.” Stammering, “Thank you, Holy 
Father,” smiling with the joy of children, 
we knelt down to receive his blessing. Then 
His Holiness opcned his arms, wide as Christ 
alone, I think, knew how to do. We were 
but five, yet the gesture was wide as the 
universe, and the little Mossi world could 
find its place there. 

We had mentioned a desire, timidly set 
forth, a little request: a photograph with 
our Holy Father! Think of it. What a joy 
to be able to carry away with us a tangible 
souvenir of this morning. But would His 
Holiness deign to gratify this caprice? Well, 
the Holy Father agreed very simply. He 
held himself bound as it were by the whims 
of his children. He went to the trouble of 
putting aside for a while his work, super- 
human in gravity as in importance, that we 
might stand around him and then, our dear- 
est desires fulfilled, he slipped away with a 
word of thanks and a final blessing for us. 

That evening, we again had the joy of 
seeing His Holiness when he came to bless 
the crowd from the balcony of his Palace. 
And this time, like the old man in front of 
us, a living incarnation of the true Italian 
soul, who rubbed his hands together, his 
eyes lit with childish joy, we waved our hats 
in the air, crying out: ‘Vive il Papa.” 
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ANOTHER OF MARY’S VICTORIES 


T DUSK, just as I was about 
Aw lock the dispensary door, 

a queer silhouette like figure 
caught my attention. Its weird 
form in its very blackness in- 
stantaneously recalled to my 
mind the picture of the strange 
looking soothsayers that used to 
roam about the mission in the 
early days of its existence. 
“What of these newcomers, so 
unlike ourselves?” they seemed 
to murmur as their eyes glanced 
our way. 

The Shadow approached: a 
sack of mystery hung from the 
creature's arm, another swayed 
across her back at each step, a 
coarse weaving of reeds and 
some cow's skin made up her 
garment, while long greasy braids hung from 
the decrepit woman's head. There was no 
room for uncertainty, a witch was imploring 
for shelter. Charity bade me harbor her 
while Prudence made me call the guardian's 
attention to the presence in the hospital 
ward of an unusual patient. 

Several days rolled by, Kalengaine, as her 
name turned out to be, would accept the 
meal served to the patients, but would slip 
out of the company and wait till the sun had 
set before touching her food. Only then and 
only after endless peculiar ceremonies would 
she take the nourishment necessary to her 
sustenance. Her ways as well as her looks 
were typical of those who deal in witchcraft. 

One morning a stranger stopped at the 
convent door. A load, he seemed pleased 
to get rid of, lay in a heap on the ground. 
It was for Kalengaine, he said. Pleased with 
this opportunity, I questioned as to the ori- 
gin of the negress he seemed to know. There 
was fear in his voice and yet he spoke thus: 

“Kalengaine is a witch whose reputation 
is of long standing in the neighborhood. 
Her name used to be on everybody's lips. 
She lived with my father for some time. 
There was room for her as long as money 
came in: milk and butter were abundant, 
while I remember many a feast on mutton. 
But to all good things there is an end. Be 
it that the Europeans have a dislike for 
witchcraft, be it that the woman lost her con- 
trol over the spirits, there came a time when 
her trade was no longer a livelihood. This put 
an end to good terms: squabbles and quar- 
rels became everyday occurrences, She cursed 


my fathers’s home and thereupon 
was driven out of sight. All these 
things she left behind her. My 
Father, fearing they would bring 
us bad luck, told me to look for 
Kalengaine. If I found her liv- 
ing, to leave all with her new 
landlord; if I found her dead, to 
place all on her grave. As you 
say Kalengaine is with you,” 
went on the stalwart fellow, “I 
have done my duty — I am free 
of her spirit, may it rest on 
you!” Then as if he feared a 
refusal, he fled as fast as his legs 
could carry him, leaving at my 
feet the witch’s riches and as he 
believed, her spirit. 

When the cloth-wrapped pack- 
age was handed to Kalengaine, 
neither surprise nor word came from her; 
she just shoved her belongings in a corner. 
Although recognized and accepted, they were 
apparently completely out of her mind. 

The new surroundings seemed to please 
the old witch and as time went on she be- 
came less and less savage, and mixed more 
with others of her own advanced age. Kind- 
ness and charity softened many a sharp 
edge, she seemed to be gradually changing 
into a very different person. 

Then one day we had a long talk together. 
I told her of our Lord and how he loved us; 
so much so that He suffered and died on the 
cross to save us. How He left us His own 
Blessed Mother to be our Mother. She was 
greatly touched and grasped so well the role 


( Please turn to page 12 ) 


Gis or A Jer 


While taking care of the child's 
corporal sight, Sister prays for spiri- 
tual sight for the millions still in 
darkness, ignorant of the God Who % 
loves them and Who suffered and %& 
died for them. Mission Sunday will ¥ 
soon be here. May your offerings 
accompanied by your prayers and 
sacrifices be the means of bringing 
light to these poor souls. 
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CHANGING PROFESSIONS 


ECENTLY THREE of our Sisters went 

on a SAFARI (a trip) to Kinonyi, an 

outlying village post of the Virika Mis- 
sion. One of the sisters is a nurse, while the 
other two are teachers. The nurse has been 
here a good many years, so she knows the 
language; whereas the two teachers, being in 
the country but a short while, are not yet 
fluent vernacular speakers. On this SAFARI 
they changed roles, the nurse became the 
teacher and the teachers became nurses. 

Each morning while the nurse was busy 
giving catechetical instructions to the chil- 
dren and adults of the village, the teachers 
installed themselves under a cluster of trees. 
This was the new dispensary, which had the 
twofold advantage of being airy, as well as 
being able to accommodate the crowds of 
patients who flocked to be cured. 

Africans are fond of all kinds of medicine: 
Pills, injections, various colored liquids, etc., 
etc. All have a peculiar fascination for them; 
and when these are given free, it is an addi- 
tional attraction. Is it not sound common 
sense to avail oneself of an opportunity of 
getting something for nothing ? 


Our two philanthropists had only threc 
kinds of medicine in their kit, two of which 
were First Aid remedics supplied to the 
American Forces during the War: iodine, 
specially prepared in small phials with patent 
swabs and an ammonia inhalent. The third 
was ordinary bicarbonate soda. The aspirants 
to the nursing profession were very methodi- 


cal and businesslike: the patients had to 
form into three groups :- 
1. All those with ENJOKA (stomach 


pains). These received some bicarbonate soda 
and water. 


2. Those with cuts, or suffering from 


throat or chest trouble were rubbed with 
iodine. 

3. Those who had colds snuffed the 
inhalent. 


Once the real nurse, overcome by curiosity, 
went to sce how her apprentices were faring; 
and she found they had no less than sixty 
clients at that moment. Later, the catechist 
Paulo informed her that thirty-five to forty 
more had arrived. 


( Please turn to page 8 ) 


While the Nurse taught catechism, the Teachers took care of the sick. 
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What Will It Be ? 


“lhe rbfrica of “Jomorrow 


Foreign Influences Are at Work to Win Over a Continent. 


ae ) HORT. 
. SIGHTED- 


NESS is a 
defect from 
which _histori- 
ans frequently 
suffer. Instead 
of seeing the 

| great move- 
had 
ey ments whose 
q slow growth 


and gradual 


4 expansion have 
no Same’ = = decided the fate 


nage: of the world, 

His Excellency, the Most they lose them- 
Rev. Joseph Kiwanuka, esbees im & anaes 
First Native Bishop 


of facts and 
of Central Africa. dates which are 


a trial to the 
memory without being a satisfaction to the 
reason. The same defect is apparent when 
we listen to the observers who tell us each 
day how the world wags. Every fresh event 
provides them with an opportunity to fore- 
cast anew a future which changes with 
kaleidoscopic rapidity. 

We should not like our readers to fall into 
a like error with regard to contemporary 
Africa. With each issue of our magazine 
we publish facts which are striking in them- 
selves; but which, being merely isolated 
facts, might prevent the reader from seeing 
the great point at issue in Africa. Catholic 
Missionaries do not work as individuals, and 
the results they obtain, although important 
in themselves, are also valuable as evidence 
of a general tendency. 

To appreciate the magnitude of the move- 
ment towards Catholicism, which is today 
apparent in Africa, it is not sufficient to read 
one issue of a magazine or even the maga- 
zine of one religious congregation. It is 
necessary to watch the course of events 
throughout the continent, to coordinate and 
compare the results obtained by individual 
missions. 


RAPID DEVELOPMENT 


In the first place it is clear that a great 
advance is being made everywhere towards 
civilization, even among the most backward 


peoples. It is not merely the acceptance of 
European standards of living, the introduc- 
tion of European dress or the coming of 
industry and agriculture. Facilities for both 
secondary and higher education are increas- 
ingly available, ideals and ways of thought 
are approximating themselves more closely to 
European standards. 

We are not suggesting that Africa is 
simply taking over the culture brought by 
European governments; we refer rather 
to the growth, slow but apparent, of an 
African culture distinct from that of the 
governing and colonizing peoples, a culture 
that is striving to adapt so much that is 
new to the exigencies of its own character 
and environment. 

Assisting at the birth of this culture and 
exerting a considerable influence upon it, 
the Catholic Missionaries ask themselves 
anxiously whether it will become a really 
Christian culture, or whether it will be 
caught up and carried along by the wave of 


Every morning in all parts of Africa 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is 
offered to God by Native Priests 
trained by the Missionaries. 
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materialism that is sweeping over the world. They know that 
young Africa needs to be carefully guided and assisted, and they 
are afraid that they have not sufficient means at their disposal to 
do this adequately. They see various influences striving to bring 
the growing culture into their orbit, anxious to take it under their 
wing, and the Catholic Missionaries must counteract their efforts. 


THE TWO BARRIERS 


The menace of Mohammedanism is in the front rank of these 
influences. Already firmly installed in the North, Islam is driving 
like a tide towards the South. In the French colonies of West 
Africa, in the British colonies of West Africa, in the British col- 
onics of the East, the missionaries are unanimous in recognizing the 
danger of the Mohammedan advance. The religion of Mohammed 
is sympathetic to the lax morality of the pagan, its apostles do not 
hesitate to point to their religion as the religion of the blacks and to 
Christianity as the religion of the whites, and to prophesy the com- 
ing of a day when the blacks will command the whites. Thus is the 
fanaticism of the Moslems imparted to the African, and once this 
is done a formidable barrier to Christianity is raised. In some 
parts of Africa the tide from the North has been stemmed, but 
from many districts THE MISSIONARIES CRY OUT FOR MEN 
AND MEANS that they may erect breakwaters and dykes 
against Islam. 

Among the other influences at work in Africa, Communism 
must be mentioned. Russia does much more propaganda work 
therc than is generally supposed, and were it not for the vigilance 
of the European authorities much more progress would have been 
made. Other influences are there too, most of them of lesser 
account, but cach trying to form the new Africa, according to its 
own ideals. Most of them it is true, succeed merely in producing 
a poor imitation of the European; in their hands the African retains 
his own mentality and acquires a veneer of civilization and even 
of Christianity that is worse than none at all. 


The Catholic Church is taking a great part in the formation 
of the new Africa through the zeal and enthusiasm of a multitude 
of missionaries of all races. Convinced that any true culture must 


be firmly grounded on Christian principles THEY ARE GIVING 
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THE AFRICAN ALL THAT IS ] 
WHILE RESPECTING HIS O 
ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH. 
too that the African is receptive 


The White Sisters are training A 
Native Novitiates. The African S 
do Catechetical and Social Servi 
and Sisters are the hope of the C 
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AT IS BEST IN EUROPEAN CULTURE 
dIS OWN CHARACTER AND THE 
4ICH HE MUST LIVE. They perceive 
ceptive to their teaching, that the grace 


i 


‘es 


ning African girls to the religious life in 17 
rican Sisters become teachers and nurses and 
| Service work. The Native Priests, Brothers 


the Church in Africa. 


of God prepares the way for them and produces results far beyond 
their own calculations. Is not His Excellency, Bishop Kiwanuka, 
the first native Bishop of Central Africa, 357 native priests, 245 
native Brothers and 1,087 native Sisters in the territory of the 
White Fathers alone, a tangible proof of this? 


GROPING FOR THE LIGHT 


Much of Uganda is already solidly Christian, the mandated 
territories of Ruanda and Urundi are witnessing a mass movement 
towards the Church of extraordinary intensity, whilst within the 
last few years a great movement has risen in the Northern Terri- 
tories of the Gold Coast, of which it is still too soon to predict 
the extent of its effects. In the Cameroons of West Africa, too, 
the Catholic missionaries are the center of a movement with which 
they are hardly able to cope. Throughout the continent young 
Africa is stretching out its arms to the Church, and will only join 
forces with other cultures if she is unable to assist. 


OUR DUTY IS TO HELP 


Our Holy Father the Pope has seen and measured the strength 
of the movement. Speaking to one of the White Fathers’ Bishops, 
he said: "'The sun shines successively on different parts of the earth, 
and at present the sun of grace is shining on Africa. At every 
hour the times of Providence are striking and we have to be on 
the alert so that we set forth neither too soon nor too late, but 
sharp on the stroke. And I, the Pope, tell you that Africa’s hour 
has struck.” 

Herein lies tie reason for the joy of the missionaries and the 
explanation of their anxiety. They feel that Africa offers herself 
to them and that if the opportunity is allowed to slip by she will 
turn to others. Within the next fifty years the fate of Africa will 
be decided; she will be either predominantly Christian and Catholic 
or she will be in great part lost to the Church. 

The missionaries are doing all they can, the success or the 
failure of their endeavors depcnds on the spiritual and financial 
help they receive from countries which already have the great 
advantage of the Catholic Faith and the Christian culture which 
everywhere accompanies it. 
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Brother Tobias, who by 
his wonderful example 
of piety, humility and 
self-sacrifice attracted 
many of his brethren, 
men and women, to 
spread and maintain 
the Faith among their 
own, was decorated 
by the Governor of 
Uganda in a_ public 
ceremony for outstand- 
ing service to the 


Protectorate. 


CHANGING PROFESSIONS ( Concluded ) 


Now please, dear Readers, do not condemn 
this innocent little fraud or bait. We do our 
best and give what we can afford. Some- 
times we have aspirins, quinine, throat pas- 
tilles etc., etc.; our largesse depends entirely 
on our kind benefactors in Europe, Canada 
and the United States. This time it was 
thanks to the States that our Sisters were 
able to make many people happier and better 
too! And the pagans who came to get some- 
thing for nothing in the medical line, heard, 
in addition, something about the Divine 
Physician. Besides, our two nursing proba- 
tioners were conscientious enough to recog- 
nize their own limitations as medical prac- 
titioners, so all serious cases were put aside, 
to have a special consultation with the nurse 


during her break interval. When at the end 
of the four day SAFARI, the old mission 
truck went to bring home the three tired 
but happy sisters, they brought with them a 
patient who needed special hospital care. 

Our two nursing heroines are quite elated 
over their astounding success and are hinting 
at changing profession after the holidays: 
they are offering to make a left turn every 
morning towards the hospital, instead of a 
right turn to the school. 

The temporary teacher was also able to 
rejoice the hearts of her pupils by distribu- 
ting medals, rosaries and pictures, thanks to 
the box which arrived from Metuchen a few 
weeks before: so it is MWEBALE MUNO! 
(Thanks very much) again to our American 
benefactors. Sister Mary Brendan, W. S. 
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Wy Country; 


Sr. Mary Gaudiosa, W. S. 


AM GOING ON A TRIP; I am going 
if to “my country.” ... "My country” means 

the village for which I am responsible 
as a missionary to watch over bodies and 
souls. “My country’ is a whole region of 
huts built from old boards, of hovels and 
tents which extend into the plain behind 
the hill. 

On arriving, the youngsters lightly clothed 
come running to meet us, while women, 
mostly bedouins, in their flowing Tripolitan 
costume pass in measured stride, carrying a 
water-jug on their shoulder. 

“Have you medicine? Come see my daugh- 
ter who ts ill.” 

Though the woman is unknown to us, we 
entcr into her hovel, take care of the patient 
and promise to return, 

Ah! there is Mhabouba waiting for us at 
the door of her dilapidated hut . . . Big 
gestures invite us to hurry. 

“Good afternoon, Sisters, how are you? 
It is so long since you have been here!” 

And we are received as members of the 
family; poorly to be sure, but with the best 
of good will. 

“Would you like something to cat?” 

“Thank you, Mhabouba, you are indeed 
kind, but we only eat at certain hours, be- 
cause we live according to a rule for God.” 

“And it is for Him that you do good, that 
you take care of the sick!” 

“Yes, Mhabouba, because w2 love God.” 

“Ah! you will surely go to Heaven!” 

According to the religion of Mohammed, 
women are not supposed to go to Heaven, 
but Mhabouba thinks God will make an ex- 
ception for the Sisters. It is g:nerally through 
her that we hear all the news of the village: 
Khedidja has not come to the workroom for 
the past few days because she had to watch 
the goats; Moungia’s little brother broke 
his arm when he fell from the cart 

“Well then, tell his mother to bring him 
to the hospital where he will see the Doctor 
and where the Sisters will take care of him. 
And what about poor little Fedlouni?” 

“He ts dead...” 

“Oh! his poor mother. When did he die?” 

“Light days ago; the very evening that you 
came to sce him and brought him medicine.” 

“Ah!” 

And in my exclamation there was more of 
thanks than of sadness because Fedlouni had 


received the medicine that opens the door 
to Heaven. 

Once outside, a little preoccupied with 
what we had just heard, we did not notice 
the two large white dogs that were following 
us. But all of a sudden they began to bark 
and this attracted several others in search 
of a battle. 

“Don't be afraid,” calls a man coming out 
of a tent ... and he throws stones to right 
and left, and this calms the dogs immediately. 

We enter the tent and rcceive the usual 
greetings and welcome from the women. 
Quickly I inspect: “Where do you come 
from, my friends?” 

“From Tataouine, from the desert 
We have come for the harvest; but my wife 
has been ill for two months, and no work, 
no money.” 

I approach the heap of rags where the 
poor woman is lying. My companion draws 
my attention to a puny little creature hardly 
breathing at its mother’s side. While she 
takes care of the mother and gives a spiritual 
remedy to the baby I entertain the father. 
Thcn we leave the tent under the eye of a 
peaceful camei. 

Thus the afternoon passes taking care of 
the sick, encouraging and consoling these 
poor people. But the sun is setting and we 
must return home. More greetings as we 
leave the village, a brief sign :to a little 
weaver from our workroom and then we are 
on the homeward route. We hurry along 
reciting our 10sary togcther. Then with the 
gathering twilight, we become silent 
cach one thinking of her happiness at being 
a missionary! 

As for me, I feel so very small before the 
wonderful goodncss of God . . . He alone 
is always guiding our steps. I bless Him 
from the bottom of my heart and offer my- 
self again as His humble servant to serve 
Him in the poor, to make Him known and 
loved . . . by charity. 

To what unknown prayer do I owe my 
happiness? Perhaps to the sacrifices of a 
Carmelite or a Poor Clare, or to the resigna- 
tion of an invalid sister in our Sanatorium. 
Perhaps also to the ardent desires of young 
missionary aspirants who call down upon us 
the grace of God which alone fructifies every 
apostolate. 

And in the evening, in the silence of our 
modest little chapel, I say to the Lord of the 
harvest, “Dear Lord, send us these mission- 
ary, aspirants, give them the strength and 
courage to leave their sweet native land to 
come here and find one which will gain for 
them eternal joys!” 


oo i : a i 

: 
ie. aeeee : ‘ é if = 
Sister Five 50 Seema (isc AM oe I a. ea : fo ee : : cy ee 
Papas eee ee. % eee: ae ee EE a si ae 
a8 Pit ok Ce ae: et ees a : 
yet Wee ya a SDS te x fe se aoa 
“oe Wen at 5 ot i ig Peep " 

oe SS a a : a ke 


Mother Peter Celestine writes from 
Ntakataka, Nyasaland 


The case arrived. How pleased we are with 
the chalice and ciborium and all the other 
useful things, real treasures for our many 
works. How can we thank you for your 
kindness in sending us these objects? We 
have only our prayers May our dear 
Lord receive them and bless and reward you 
and our benefactors, whose generosity afford- 
ed us, as well as our dear Africans, so much 
pleasure. 

Last week three little babies were brought 
to the dispensary. The mothers were having 
a competition for the prettiest name. How 
would you like to be the judge? The first was 
called CARITAS, the second RESURRESIT, 
and the third DE PROFUNDIS. This is just 
a part of the evolution of our dear natives. 

The weather is not very favorable here. 
An abundance of rain succeeded the draught 
of last year. A few wecks ago we had a real 
flood; the rain came down in torrents for 
three days and three nights. The Nizipulu 


From Our Sésters Letters 
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River over-flowed transforming our yard 
into a lake. Nearly all the Pawpaw trees fell 
down, which meant a great loss for us. 

In order to get to Benediction, some 
women carricd us across the road, That 
cvening, while we were in the Chapel saying 
the rosary, we heard a terrifying noise. A 
moment of silence! Then we continued our 
prayers thinking some trees had fallen; but 
the next morning we found to our dismay, 
that the wall behind the school had col- 
lapsed, destroying the garden. 

At Notoka, one of the villages near the 
mission, eighteen huts had been carried away 
by the flood, as well as many others in the 
distant villages. An old woman was crushed 
under her hut. We managed to get her out, 
but she was seriously injured. Having lost 
all her possessions, we took her back to the 
mission and cared for her until her death, 
and then provided a cloth for her burial. 
There are many other such cases. Our poor 
people are in great distress. Please remember 
them in your prayers. 


Mother Raymond writes from Lumezi, 
Northern Rhodesia 


Great was our joy when the unexpected 
case arrived yesterday. You should have 
heard our exclamations of surprise and seen 
our radiant faces as we unpacked the trea- 
sures it contained for our new mission. What 
a surprise to find in the center of the case 
the long desired microscope, which will be 
a boon for our medical works. Many thanks 
to our generous benefactor and to the Catho- 
lic Medical Mission Board. 

The medicines will render us great service 
as well as the bandages which are rare; and 
the pieces of material, in which the bottles 
were wrapped, are greatly appreciated by the 
Sister in charge of the sewing class. Every- 
thing is most useful here in our little corner 
of the jungle. The community joins with 
me in sincere thanks to you and our kind 
benefactors. You will all be remembered in 
our prayers and our dear Africans will not 
forget you in theirs. 

Our Dispensary is only at its beginning, 
for in this region we must still win the 
sympathy of the natives. They try all their 
witch crafts and native remedies before com- 
ing to us; since they are afraid of our medi- 
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cine because of the many tales they have 
heard about the White Man! But when they 
perceive the results of our care, their mental- 
ity changes and we have their confidence. 

As soon as we have the means, we will 
open a Maternity hospital. Something un- 
known to our women, but which is greatly 
needed. 

However, progress is being made in our 
bush mission. We have a boarding school 
for the girls, the only one in this district. 
Only five of the girls are Catholic, but a 
number of the pupils have asked for a medal 
of the Blessed Virgin, which is the first step 
towards baptism. The girls enjoy their school 
life and hope to come back again next year. 
We specialize in domestic science, hoping 
thus to make the parents appreciate education 
for girls, so little known in this part of 
Africa. 

We rarely meet a woman or girl knowing 
how to read or write. They are so convinced 
of their inferiority that it is a great and 
joyous surprise when they become aware of 
the fact that they also can learn to do things, 
and it gives them a little confidence in 
themselves. 

We will soon have an exhibit of the girls’ 
works, so that the many visitors from the 
distant villages may witness what a girl can 
achieve. We trust this will bring more pupils 
next term. The difficulty is that the villages 
are far from one another and there are many 
things to attract the girls besides school. 

When we first opened this mission, visits 
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at domicile took up a great deal of our time; 
but now that we know the language, we 
teach catechism. The surrounding villages 
are almost entirely pagan. If only we had 
a few more Sisters, how much more could be 
accomplished! 

Please do not forget Lumezi and our 
numerous needs in your good prayers. 


Sister M. Aquila writes from 
Kala, Tanganyika 


We are only six sisters here though there 
is work for many more. Mother Saint James 
is 84 and Sister Maxima 72 but they are still 
on duty. Numerous patients come to the 
dispensary daily with all kinds of diseases. 
We should have a few more nurses. 

There is still much good to be done. If 
the majority of the natives of Kala are Chris- 
tians, there still remains the necessity of cul- 
tivating in all of them a Christian spirit, 
through catechism classes and personal con- 
tact. That should give you the desire to come 
to our assistance . . . Please pray for us and 
send us missionaries. 
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Echoes From Africa 


Two little negroes arrived late for school; Sis- 
ter asked, “Why are you late?” 


A little confused and after a moment's hesita- 
tion one of them replied: 

“We just sold some banana trunks to the Father.” 

“From where did you get them?” 

More hesitation, but the voice of conscience re- 
proached so hard that they admitted their fault. 

“We took them in the Sisters’ yard,” they answer- 
ed with down cast eyes. 

In order to punish them, Sister took the salt they 
had received in payment. 

The catechism lesson began. After a few minutes 
another little boy went to the Sister and said: 


“I too, am in fault. I did as they; here is my 
salt.” 


The King of Logo came to the convent for some 
medicine. He was served a cup of coffee and some 
biscuits. “That is very good,” he said. “If you 
gave me some every time I come, I would come 
often.” To his delight Sister gave him a handker- 
chief to replace the dirty rag he was using. Then 
he took the biscuits which were on the plate and 
departed, convinced that the Missionaries were his 
best and most generous subjects. 


IN SEARCH OF THE TRUTH 


Some weeks ago an old man, who appeared 
exhausted from a long journey on foot, asked to 
be admitted to a hospital in the Sahara. 

His name was Sidi-Hadj and after Sister had 
talked with him, she was well aware that he was 
not like the other Arabs who came to the hospital. 
The story he told accounted for his good manners 
and dignified bearing. 

He was a famous Marabout and he had made 
the pilgrimage to Mecca five times; he visited 
Jerusalem: and the Holy Places. 

“What were you seeking in these wanderings 
which have made you an old man before time?” 
asked a White Father, who came to see him. 

“IT was seeking God.” 

“And have you found Him?” 

“Not yet.” 

The Father instructed Fim and it was in our 
holy religion that he found peace and the happy 
erding of his long quest. His faith was completc 
and his gratitude knew no bounds. 

One day he asked his nurse: 

“What is your name, Sister?” 

“Why do you want to know my name?” she 
asked. 

“Because, you see, when I die, God will ask me 
who was kind to me on earth and I shall want to 
tell Him of you.” 
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Another of Mary’s Victories 


( Concluded ) 


of Mary, that I offered her a miraculous 
medal, which she accepted with great joy. 
The next day, of her own accord, she came 
to the catechism lesson with the others who 
wished to become children of God. Obvi- 
ously Mary was to release satan’s prey. One 
day Kalengaine even willingly consented to 
have her long hair (a conventional sign of 
her power over spirits) clipped. So sincere 
was she that I felt perfectly safe to say: 
“How pleased I am to see that you are no 
longer a friend of satan and that you wish to 


be a child of God.” 


As some of the negroes’ ideas of respect 
will have it, she fell on her knees, her 
wrinkled face wreathed in a nearly youthful 
smile, she clasped my feet and exclaimed: 
“MAWE (mother), yes, my God is my King, 
Mary is my Queen; she has delivered me 
from the spirits! MAWE, I will give you 
all I have of the devil and you must give me 
all you have of God!” 

A proof that this was no hypocrisy was 
that there and then, to my intense astonish- 
ment, she brought me each and every one of 
her trinkets, charms and other objects which 
she had once treasured so much. Since then 
Kalengaine was the most assiduous at Chris- 
tian Doctrine classes and her refrain counted 
only three sentences, used alternately but 
invariably : 

“I have given you all that I had of the 
devil, when are you going to give me all 
you have of God and His Mother?” 

“Do you want me to die a pagan, to give 
me back to the devil?” 

“What are you waiting for, when will you 
make me a child of God and His Mother?” 


I encouraged her and I prayed. She 
begged for baptism unceasingly. So well 
were both of us heard that half an hour 
after Baptism, her snow-white soul went to 
Heaven to meet her God and His Mother. 
Just another of Mary's Victories. 


Sister M. Augustina, W. S. 


Eugene’s mother does not want him to go to 
Mass every day, so she keeps him locked in the 
house until it is time for school. During recreation 
he goes in search for the Missionary Father and 
begs for Holy Communion. He claims he does 
not want deprive his soul of its daily 
nourishment. 


to 


Fis ee ed tS ee ?, NTRS Ee? 2 a es Nl es | ee, te oe S 2 mains alee ee eds as af cere a 
oe ey! PR ee : ; RS Gate oe ba et 
a oe | 

_ 
7 

- ss ie a Ci ag seis €, 5 RC i ee. 3. eee shee i en i ge aa ae <a ‘Sim y. 5 gee tl at 

: i ia ian pe ae aay ee ee ee ee ee Fie a + i ae as 

a et ee We ier) ae! igett pe ee eee ae si a i aes ee 4 Re So ee) ee 7 ae 


ae 


The CSMC 


Convention 


Be: ATHOLICS, of all men, should be least 
C surprised by the black-out of reason and of 
decency that has taken place in the world 
of today,” the Most Rev. Frank A. Thill, Bishop 
of Salina, (Kans.) and Chairman of the National 
Executive Board of the Catholic Students’ mission 
Crusade, told 2,700 delegates of the Crusade, as- 
sembled at the University of Notre Dame for the 
14th National CSMC Convention, August 24-27. 


“The answer to the world’s problems today.” 
Bishop Thill declared, “should be the continuation 
of the tradition of the holiness in the lives of those 
who profess to be followers of Christ in our times.” 
He challenged the Crusaders to re-light the candles 
of Faith, which so many, even those who have 
been baptized and made vessels of election, have 
allowed to go out. 


The Crusaders and numerous visitors found the 
Mission Exhibit Hall, where the home and foreign 
missions were represented, a great attraction. Many 
interesting things were to be seen from tiny bells 
at a Chinese mission booth, to baby crocodiles and 
an elephant’s foot, straight from Africa, at the 
booth of the White Fathers and White Sisters. 


The only complaint made was that there were 
too many things to be seen and heard in the short 
space of four days. A number of inspiring mission 
films were shown and panel meetings held. 


The summary of the African panel was given 
by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Leo De Barry, Diocesan Director 
of the CSMC and the Propagation of the Faith, 
Detroit. Monsignor stated that Africa desires edu- 
cation, but above all was seeking religion. Much 
progress has been made by Catholic Missionaries 
and, after a hard fight, it was as though they had 
arrived at the top of a mountain. However, the 
other side remains to be conquered and it is up 
to the Catholics of America to give them a push 
over the top with their prayers, sacrifices and alms: 
because, if they do not receive this help, there is 
danger of their sliding back. 


Many more Missionaries are needed and a closer 
union between them and the faithful back home. 
Mohammedanism, one of the greatest dangers, is 
spreading from the North to the South. We must 
hurry, for God’s hour has struck for Africa. 


The Missionaries, themselves, were greatly im- 
pressed and encouraged not only by the sympathy 
and good wishes shown by the visitors, but also 
by the resolutions of the Crusaders which will 
second their efforts in the most efficacious way. 


The outstanding feature of the opening meeting 
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Dear Heavenly Mother, Our Lady of Fatima, 
convert Russia, annihilate Communism, grant 
peace and concord to Nations, and send many 
Missionaries to reap the harvest of souls that 
is ready; so that Jesus may reign in the whole 
world through thy own Immaculate Heart. 


TETTTTTTTTTTTT TTT PTT TT TTT TTT TTT 


was the reading of a long radiogram from Pope 
Pius XII. The Holy Father commended the Crusa- 
ders for their work, which His Holiness described 
as designed to stimulate interest in the Church's 
missions by promoting vocations and by providing 
the support of prayer and material assistance. 


A SACRIFICE 


There was question of sacrifices . . . giving to 
God what costs us most. “What costs us most!” 
rang for a long time in the ears of little Chira, 
one of the orphans, who was very proud of her 
long black curls. Then, one day she decidedly 
approached Sister with a pair of scissors almost as 
big as herself and smilingly requested: “Sister, 
please cut my curls; I want to give them to God.” 
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The Kabyle women, like many others in pagan countries, still go to the well for their 
supply of water. Does not our Lord say to them as He said to the Samaritan woman: “Who- 
soever drinketh of this water, shall thirst again: but he that shall drink of the water that I will 
give him, shall not thirst for ever. But the water that I will give him, shall become in him a 
fountain of water springing up into life everlasting.” St. John 4: 13-14. 


And does He not say to us as He said to His apostles: “Behold, I say to you, lift up your 
eyes, and see the countries; for they are white already to harvest.” St. John 4: 35. 


Is not Mission Sunday the time for you to help reap the harvest? Your generous offer- 


ings, your prayers and your sacrifices will help the Missionaries to reap the harvest of souls thar 
is now ready in all Mission Lands! 
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